Hajoon: 5MS Presents: Muhammad Ali – The Champion Who Fought for Justice
Matei:
· Wh
· o was Muhammad Ali? 
· Why is he considered an inspirational figure?
· How did he connect to the USA civil rights movement? 
Today, we will explore the life and legacy of Muhammad Ali, the champion who fought for justice.
Zidane: Muhammad Ali was born as Cassius Clay in 1942. From a young age, he experienced racism and segregation. His journey into boxing began at the age of 12, after his red bike was stolen. He told a local policeman that he wanted to 'whup' the thief who stole his bike.  The policeman was a boxing coach and invited the young Ali to train with him.
Acting: Young Ali's Determination: Reenact the moment when Ali’s bike is stolen and he decides to learn boxing.
(Aslan, Lewis, Aymira, Emily, McKenzie) 
Aslan: Oi Kid, give me your bike, or else you’re gonna get hurt!  
(Aslan, Lewis, Aymira, Emily - walk off with bike)
McKenzie: I’m sick of the bullies.  I’m going to join a boxing gym and learn how to fight so I can stand up to these bullies!
Jesse:  Becoming a Champion
Jesse: It quickly became apparent that Ali was a talented boxer, and he spent his teenage years training and fighting as an amateur boxer.  During this time, he won six Kentucky Golden Gloves tournaments, and two national championships, with over 100 wins.
Noura: Ali's hard work paid off when he won an Olympic gold medal in Rome for the USA. Sadly, after winning the gold medal, he was still refused a cup of coffee in a ‘white only’ restaurant in his hometown – he was so angry that he threw his medal in the Ohio River.
In 1964, he became the world heavyweight champion after defeating Sonny Liston. He was famous for his speed, confidence, and arrogance as well as catchphrases like 'Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee.'"
Jan performs a short scene where Ali declares himself "Bad.")
Jan: I done wrestled with an alligator.
I done tussled with a whale
Handcuffed lightning, thrown thunder in jail; 
Only last week, I murdered a rock, injured a stone, hospitalized a brick; 
I'm so mean I make medicine sick.
Vinny: Standing Up for His Beliefs
After winning the World Heavyweight Title, Ali converted to Islam, changing his name from Cassius Clay to Muhammad Ali. He refused to fight in the Vietnam War due to his beliefs, which led to his boxing title being stripped. Despite this, he became a symbol of resistance and courage, standing up for civil rights and justice.



Police officers (McKenzie, Hajoon) and Ali (Juno)
McKenzie: Why do you refuse to fight for your country?  How dare you?
Juno: But I have said it once and I will say it again. The real enemy of my people is right here. I will not disgrace my religion, my people or myself by becoming a tool to enslave those who are fighting for their own justice, freedom and equality.
McKenzie: Well, you’re going to prison for a long time then, boy!
Sophia: Later Life and Legacy
Because he refused to fight for his country, Ali was stripped of his World Heavyweight Title.  He was also sentenced by an all-white jury to 5 years in prison, although he never served this time.  
Finally, after Ali was allowed to return to boxing three years later, he won the heavyweight title two more times to become a legend of the sport. 
As he grew older, he fought against Parkinson’s disease and continued his humanitarian work. He is remembered as a sports icon and a civil rights hero.
Nicole: Charismatic Personality
Nicole: Muhammad Ali’s charm, wit and confidence meant that he was a popular and loved sportsman all over the world.  He was charismatic and had a remarkable gift for words, effortlessly blending wit and wisdom.  Even after his death, many of his inspiring quotes live on. Here are a few of them:
Henry: I am the greatest. I said that even before I knew I was.
Lewis: He who is not courageous enough to take risks will accomplish nothing in life.
Mollie: Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth.
Henry: Don't count the days; make the days count.
Lewis: Impossible is nothing.
Mollie:  If my mind can conceive it, and my heart can believe it—then I can achieve it.
Discussion Questions
Marcus: "Let's discuss some questions: 
Why was Muhammad Ali more than just a boxer? 
How did he help bring change to society? 
What lessons can we learn from his story?"

Iga: Muhammad Ali was more than just a boxer because he used his platform to advocate for social justice and civil rights. He was a vocal critic of racism and inequality, and he stood up for his beliefs even when it cost him his boxing titles and career opportunities. Lorena: His courage and willingness to speak out made him a symbol of resistance and a champion for change.
Elizabeth:  Ali helped bring change to society by using his fame to highlight important social issues. His refusal to be drafted into the Vietnam War on the grounds of his religious beliefs and opposition to the war brought attention to the anti-war movement and the civil rights struggle. He also inspired many people to stand up for their rights and fight against injustice, making a lasting impact on the civil rights movement in the USA.


Leila: From Muhammad Ali's story, we have learnt several important lessons about how we can choose to live our own lives.  He was one of the key figures in the civil rights movement in the USA, and someone who has inspired many people, from many different backgrounds, across the world.
1. Scarlett: Stand up for your beliefs:  Ali showed that it is important to stand up for what you believe in, even if it means facing significant consequences.
2. Damjan: Use your platform for good:  Ali used his fame to advocate for social justice and inspired others to fight for their rights.
3. Kamil: Perseverance and resilience:  Despite facing numerous challenges, including being stripped of his titles and battling Parkinson's disease, Ali continued to fight for what he believed in and made a positive impact on the world.
4. Aymira: Courage and confidence:  Ali's confidence in himself and his abilities, as well as his courage to speak out against injustice, serve as powerful examples for us all.
Aslan: Muhammad Ali was a champion inside and outside the ring. His courage and determination continues to inspire people worldwide.
Thank you for listening to our class presentation on…THE GREATEST.

