Famous pharaohs

The KING was not only the most powerful and
important man in Egypt — he was thought to be

a god. He was know as the pharaoh — a word
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Egypt could also be seen as a queen of Egypt
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in their own right. There was an effective system e e

of training a prince to become a pharaoh, involv-
ing him becoming an expert sportsman and
potential war leader. Often the ruling pharaoh
would adopt his heir as “co-regent” to enable
a smooth take-over when he died. Princes
sometimes had to wait a long time. One
pharaoh holds the record for the longest
reign we know for any monarch. Pepy I
came to the throne when he was six years
old. He was still king of Egypt 94 years
later when he was 100. It is quite remark-
able in Egypt’s long history that we have
only a few references to pharaohs
being assassinated, usually as
a result of a plot in the court
to put a prince who was not
the true heir on to the throne.

Osiris, God of,
the Underworld

Akhenaten

HATSHEPSUT
This determined woman ruled Egypt
for about 20 years. She was supposed
to be regent for her young stepson, but
took over the reins of government. She
wore the pharaoh’s crown and royal
ceremonial beard. In this sculpture she
wears the crown of Upper Egypt with
the cobra goddess.

AKHENATEN AND NEFERTITI

In Akhenaten’s reign the traditional Egyptian gods
were banished - only the sun-god was worshipped. To
break the links with other gods, Akhenaten founded a
new capital city and closed the temples of other gods.
Queen Nefertiti helped her husband set up the cult of
the sun-god Aten and probably ruled with him. After
their death Tutankhamun and his successors restored
the old gods. The names of Akhenaten and Nefertiti
became hated and were removed from inscriptions
and their temples were torn down,

Nefertiti

10




