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1. Why was Alexandria an important trading area?

________________________________________________________________

2. How did you get from Alexandria to the lighthouse on the island of Pharos?

________________________________________________________________

3. Explain why a lighthouse would be dedicated to Zeus Soter and Proteus.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

4. What was significant about the Great Pyramid of Giza and the lighthouse of 
Alexandria?

________________________________________________________________

5. What is a furnace?

________________________________________________________________

6. What events damaged the lighthouse at Alexandria?

________________________________________________________________

7. How do we know the lighthouse was probably destroyed in the 14th century?

________________________________________________________________

The Lighthouse of Alexandria



1. Why was Alexandria an important trading area?

It was on the Nile delta and had two harbours.

2. How did you get from Alexandria to the lighthouse on the island of Pharos?

A bridge that was 1260 metres long.

3. Explain why a lighthouse would be dedicated to Zeus Soter and Proteus.

Zeus Soter was the god of safety and deliverance and a lighthouse is to warn 
ships so they can stay away from danger. Proteus was the ‘Old man of the sea’ 
so it would be important to keep him happy to help protect the ships and stop
storms.

4. What was significant about the Great Pyramid of Giza and the lighthouse of 
Alexandria?

The pyramid was the tallest structure in the world and the lighthouse was the 
second tallest.

5. What is a furnace?

A container which has fire inside it.

6. What events damaged the lighthouse at Alexandria?

Earthquakes in the years 196, 950, 1303 and 1323AD.

7. How do we know the lighthouse was probably destroyed in the 14th century?

The last historical account of the lighthouse comes from the 14th century.
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